
Hungary's annual gas 
consumption:
9 billion cubic metres

Europe's annual gas 
consumption:
540 billion cubic metres

The gas transmission system of 
FGSZ consists of 5,782 km of 
steel pipeline, operating at a 
typical pressure of 63 bar, and in 
some cases up to 75 bar

GAS STORAGE FACILITIES
▶ Gas storage facilities connect directly to the national 
transmission system
▶ Hungary's storage sites were converted from depleted gasfields
▶ Storage facilities can compensate for differences between 
intermittent consumption and more even gas production, and 
guarantee supply safety
▶ Hungary's storage operators: MFGT (four commercial facilities: 
Hajdúszoboszló, Kardoskút, Pusztaederics, Zsana),
and MMBF (strategic and commercial reserves in Szőreg)

DISTRIBUTION NETWORK 
OPERATORS
▶ The national transmission system has offtakes and gas 
reception terminals (local distribution zones across Hungary 
are connected to the network via a total of 356 physical 
reception terminals)
▶ From the terminal the gas is carried further through lower 
pressure pipelines
▶ Pressure is reduced in several steps and the gas is 
distributed across Hungary by ten licensed companies 
(including NKM Földgázszolgáltató Zrt., Kögáz, Tigáz)

1 

4

5

6

103%

73%
70%

42%

35%
30% 29% 29% 28% 27%

21%
19% 19%

10%
7%

5%

1% 1%

6.4

8.7

3.5 3.3

12.3 12.7

3.2

1.0

22.0

18.3

0.5 0.6

2.9 2.6

0.2

0.7 1.4

0.2
0.0

5.0

10.0

15.0

20.0

25.0

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

120%

b
ill

io
n

 m
3

Storage capacity as percentage of annual consumption (%)
Storage capacity2 





TRANSMISSION SYSTEM OPERATORS
▶ TSOs feed the gas extracted by producers into the gas transmission 
system
▶ They transport large amounts of gas at high pressures over long 
distances
▶ Hungary's TSOs: FGSZ and MGT (MGT connects the networks of FGSZ and 
its Slovak counterpart Eustream between Balassagyarmat and Vecsés)
▶ Very large gas consumers, including power stations and industrial works 
such as the MOL Petrochemicals Co. in Tiszaújváros (former TVK), or MOL's 
Duna refinery, connect directly to the gas transmission system

Gas storage facilities in Hungary
Hajdúszoboszló (1.64 billion cubic metres)
Kardoskút (280 million cubic metres)
Pusztaederics (340 mcm)
Zsana (2.17 bcm)
Szőreg (1.9 bcm)

Gas storage capacity as a percentage of annual national consumption
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*In Hungary retail clients and consumers whose gas 
meters have a capacity not exceeding 20 cubic metres 
per hour (typically SMEs, other small offices) can 
purchase gas at a state-regulated price

TRADERS
▶ Traders connect producers and consumers, either on the 
regulated* or competitive market 
▶ Trading companies in Hungary are in contact with each 
other, foreign traders and Europe's gas exchanges
▶ They can import, export and store natural gas
▶ Major trading companies in Hungary include E.ON, E2, 
Elmű-Émász, MET, MFGK, MVM Partner, and NKM

CONSUMERS
▶ They typically use gas by burning it
▶  Process or comfort heating
▶ Industrial and agricultural consumers
▶ Energy production (power plants)

THE
JOURNEY OF
NATURAL GAS

PRODUCERS
▶ Conventional gas extraction 
(gas fields)
▶ Often linked to crude oil 
production
▶ MOL is dominant in Hungary's 
local gas production
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